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been established by Captain John Mackay, the founder 
of Mackay. Impressive progress was being made as the 
result of C.S.LR.O, pasture tests in increasing the 
poundage of cattle, and in vastly enriching wallum 
country soils by microscopic additions of cobalt, thus 
bringing into production regions which were considered 
to be quite worthless. A valuable block of 50 acres had 
been made available to the C.S,I.R,0, by the Townsville 
City Council for experimentation in grasses. Agrostolo-
gists were producing all kinds of grasses, and develop-
ing them in the same way that magnificent garden 
flowers could be produced from weeds. This type of 
research and experimentation would be of enormous 
economic value to Queenslanders of the next genera-
tion. He added his commendation to the speaker for an 
extremely interesting and valuable paper. 
A vote of thanks to Mr. Chnton was carried by 
acclamation. 
AUSTRALIAN NEGRITOS 
In the course of general business at the meeting 
of the Society on 28 June 1962, the President referred 
to his recent visit to Townsville, where he had attended 
a medical congress, and read a paper. One of the 
interesting matters which came before the conference 
was the description by Dr. G. J. Douglas, of Townsville, 
of a lost tribe of negritos on the Atherton Tableland, 
west of Cairns, compared with whom the aborigines are 
New Australians. In his paper. Dr. Douglas told how he 
had treated these people for eight years while he was 
consulting physician at Cairns Hospital, Sir Raphael 
said these negritos were quite different in their racial 
characteristics from the typical Australian aboriginal. 
Although perfectly proportioned physically, they were 
considerably shorter in stature than the aborigine, 
some of them being under five feet in height. They 
were darker skinned and had curly hair instead 
of the straight hair of the aboriginal. They 
were a peaceable, inoffensive people who lived in 
isolated jungle country whither they had been 
driven by the aborigines, and were hunted down 
by cannibals in the same way as the kangaroo. 
Existence of these negritos was first made known by 
two anthropologists, Norman Tindale, Curator of 
Anthropology at Adelaide Museum, and Birdsell, an 
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American, whose expedition was financed by the South 
Australian University, the Adelaide Museum, and the 
Harvard University. Sir Raphael said similar negrito 
types had been found in certain parts of New Guinea 
and also in Malaya. It was believed that these negritos 
had migrated to Australia many thousands of years 
ago, when North Australia was joined to the Asian 
mainland. They had reached Australia several thousand 
years before the aborigines came upon the scene. The 
now extinct aborigines were of negrito type. <i) Sir 
Raphael said it was extremely likely that the Jardine 
Brothers in their trek to Cape York Peninsula had come 
across evidence of the existence of these negritos. Mr. 
Arthur Laurie had drawn his attention to references in 
the journal of the Jardines to the remains of the bodies 
of negritos who had evidently been the victims of 
cannibals. 
(1) R. A. Keble (Melbourne Museum) has put forAvard the hypothesis that 
the first Avave of aboriginal migrants to Australia came by a land bridge 
about 18,000 years ago. This land bridge, the mid-Post Glacial Coastal 
Plain, became the submerged floor of Torres Strait about 8,000 year.s 
ago, and in the intervening 10,000 years other Avaves of migrants of 
practically the same stock as the first reached Australia by the same 
route. These migrants, Keble terms Prot-Indics or Australoids; they 
Avere, he thinks, a jungle people of whom remnants are still found in 
southern India (the Kadir, the Irulas, and Vedans) , and in Sumatra, 
Borneo, the Celebes, Malaya, and Siam. (Australian Encyclopaedia, p . 7.) 
Other geologists hold different views. The general opinion expresses the 
probability that early man came into Australia from south-east Asia, 
via Indonesia, by two rou tes : that is, via New Guinea, Torres Strait, 
and Cape York and via Timor and north-western Australia. He came 
perhaps about 12,000 years ago, either at the end of the last Glacial 
period or in the really recent geological period; and he brought the 
dingo with him. The existence of small-statured natives Avho Avere 
probably negritos Avas noted by Karl Lumholtz in his book Among 
Cannibals Avhich Avas published in 1890. Lumholtz, a notable NorAvegian 
zoologist, visited Australia 1880-1884, on behalf of the University of 
Christiania. In 1880-1881 he made his headquarters at Gracemere 
Station, as the guest of the Archer family. He spent several months in 
the Mackay district and in the Herbert River district of North Queens-
land. During these expeditions he discovered several new mammals, 
notably Lumholtz 's tree kangaroo (Dendrolagus lumholtzi), made obser-
vations on birds and insects, and gave a great deal of information on 
the aborigines.—Ed. 
